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gives a glow and a fervour, which, though transi-
tory at its utmost height, is precious for sustain-
ing them at other times. This effect of music
I had often experienced; but like all my pleasur-
able susceptibilities it was suspended during the
gloomy period. 1 had sought relief again and
again from this quarter, but found none. After
the tide had turned, and I was in process of re-
covery, I had been helped forward by music, but
in a much less elevated manner. I at this time
first became acquainted willi Weber's Oberon,
and the extreme pleasure which I drew from its
delicious melodies did me good, by showing me a
source of pleasure to which I was as susceptible
as ever. The good, however, was much impaired
by the thought, that the pleasure of music (as is
quffe. true of such pleasure as tin's was, that of
mere tune) fades with familiarity, and requires
either to be revived by internnttence, or fed
by continual novelty. And it is very characteristic
boH? of my then state, and of the general tone
of my mind at this period of my life, that I was
.seriously tormented by the thought of the ex-
haustibllity of musical combinations. The octave
consists only of iive tones of two semitones, which
can be put together in only a limited number of
ways, of which but a small proportion are beau-
tiful: most of these, it seemed to me, must: have
been already discovered, and there could not be
room for a long succession of Mo/arts and Web-